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Overview:

During the summer of 2020, the Royalton-Hartland Central School District (RHCSD) submitted a
reopening plan entitled “Preparing for the Return of the RAMS” to the New York State Department of
Health (NYSDOH). During the 2020/2021 school year, the RHCSD staff worked tirelessly to adjust to the
“new normal” and maintain a continuity of learning. As anticipated, for some students, the new learning
was welcomed, for others it has been a struggle.

In February of 2021, the leadership of the District began a process of planning for the return of students to
in-person learning. On March 12, a survey was initiated in our community and was responded to by 50%
of the RHCSD families noting that 77% of the respondents desired to have their children return to
in-person learning. On Tuesday, March 16, the Administration and RHCSD Board of Education (BOE)
hosted a “Town Hall” to provide clarification on how the District was responding to the needs of our
students, staff and community. Representatives from many of the stakeholder groups including the
RHCSD administration, teachers, BOE and parents were present.

On March 19, the CDC revised its guidelines regarding COVID safety protocols in public schools. During
a BOE work session on March 24, the BOE directed the Superintendent to return as many students as
practicable under the revised CDC guidance. A plan was finalized and implemented to begin returning
students in kindergarten through grade six on April 12 and students in grades seven and eight on April 26
four days per week. Parents who wished to keep their children in a full remote learning environment
could do so. Due to the inability to cohort students in the high school, every effort to return students under
the six foot guidance limitation was made.

On April 9, the NYSDOH reaffirmed the guidance provided by the CDC on March 19, and provided
additional details and expectations specific to the schools of New York State.

Reopening Plan Revisions:

The RHCSD reopening plan entitled “Preparing for the Return of the RAMS” submitted to the NYSDOH
in the summer continues to serve as the framework of the RHCSD’s operation during the COVID
Pandemic and is maintained as written. The following updates and revisions to the RHCSD reopening
plan are intended to further clarify the District’s plan to address the:

1. Reopening of school facilities for in-person instruction,
2. Monitoring of health conditions,
3. Containment of potential transmission of the 2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19), and
4. Closure of school facilities and in-person instruction, if necessitated by widespread virus

transmission.
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Reopening of school facilities for in-person instruction:
The Superintendent of Schools will continue to oversee the reopening plan and the Superintendent’s
Cabinet consisting of District and Building administrators will be the responsible parties designated to
operate the schools.

● Face masks, physical distancing and the physical spaces of instructional areas will continue to
conform with the NYSDOH guidance issued on April 9, 2021.

● In-person instruction will be maintained in cohorts pre-kindergarten through grades eight and
allow for three foot spacing in classrooms.

● Spacing for in-person instruction at the high school, food service, choral and instrumental
activities, as well as time spent outside of classrooms in common areas will be maintained at six
foot distancing.

● The District will maintain a high level of ventilation and filtration, hygiene, cleaning, use of PPE
and masks, and disinfection set forth by the NYSDOH & CDC.

● Extra curricular programs and interscholastic sports will adhere to the NYSDOH’s “Interim
Guidance for Sports and Recreation During the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency” (March 25,
2021)  and NYSPHSAA Section VI guidance.

● Transportation and food services will be provided as outlined in the reopening plan.
● Mental health, behavioral and emotional support services and programs will be maintained as

written in the original plan.
● Communications plans for students, parents/legal guardians of students, faculty, staff and

visitors will be maintained as written in the original plan.

Monitoring of health conditions:

● Screening protocols and procedures will be maintained as written in the original reopening plan.
● The District has been designated as a limited testing site for the COVID-10 virus.  The RHCSD

will continue to work closely with the Niagara County Department of Health (NCDOH) in
regards to COVID testing, obtaining testing supplies and reporting results as outlined in the
NYSDOH and CDC guidance.

Containment of potential transmission of the 2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19):

● Student cohorts grade Pre-Kindergarten through grade eight will be maintained to assist in the
containment of potential transmission of the COVID-10 virus.

● The RHCSD school health offices located in each of the three buildings will adhere to the
protocols and procedures as written in the original reopening plan and as outlined in the Interim
Guidance for School-Based Health Centers Regarding COVID-19.

● The RHCSD will continue to work closely with the NCDOH in regards to COVID testing,
contact tracing and procedures specific to isolation and quarantine of students and staff.

Closure of school facilities and in-person instruction, if necessitated by widespread virus
transmission:

● In the event widespread transmission of the virus warrants the closure of school facilities and
in-person learning, the RHCSD will work with the NCDOH to determine the appropriate steps
and timeline.
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